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• What is it?

• What is it good for?

• Why would a lawyer be interested?

• How do you do it?

Twitter



• A free service for “microblogging”.

• You can send 140 character “tweets” that are 

visible by anyone.

• You can follow (automatically receive) others’ 

tweets and you can have followers who get 

yours automatically.

Twitter – What is it?



• Meant for sending short status messages:

– joeblow is drinking coffee.

– joeblow is going to the gym.

– joeblow is deeply concerned about this personal 
privacy.

– joeblow is tired.

– joeblow is sitting in starbucks, drinking coffee.

– joeblow wonders why you’d care about this.

Twitter – What is it good for?



Twitter and trials



Twitter and legal education



Twitter and employment law



All the cool kids are doing it



Legislators are doing it



Legislators are doing it



The person next to you may be doing it



Twitter: is there anything you can’t do?



Twitter: Is there anything you can’t do?



Twitter: Is there anything you can’t do?



• Twitter is an interesting way of following people 

with common interests.

– Follow other lawyers or experts in your practice area

– Follow your clients or prospects – engage in 

dialogue

• Can keep up with news and developments in 

your area.

• Can use it to develop an online network of 

people with an interest in your area.

Twitter – Why would a lawyer be interested?



Why would a lawyer use it?

• Use it to publicize 

your blog or firm 

articles.



• Use it to engage in communities where your 

clients are.

• Use it to engage in legal communities.

Why would a lawyer use it?



How to twitter 



Online at twitter.com



Online at twitter.com



Mobile – twitterberry



Mobile – Tiny Twitter



Tweetdeck



Follow topics



Follow topics



• Technology and privacy lawyer at McInnes

Cooper, Halifax, Nova Scotia

• President of the Canadian IT Law Association

• Vice Chair Canadian Bar Association National 

Privacy and Access Law Section

• E-mail: david.fraser@mcinnescooper.com

• Blog: www.privacylawyer.ca/blog

• Twitter: www.twitter.com/privacylawyer 
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